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most important Adil Shahi buildings of the sixteenth-seventeenth
centuries at Bijapur. Again in 1855 t^ie same officer, then Com-
missioner in Sind, provided preservative treatment to the fifteenth-
century tombs of the Samma and Tarkhan Kings and to the seven-
teenth-century Janii Masjid of Shah Jahan at Tatta. Sir Bartle,
when Governor of Bombay, sanctioned repairs to a few outstanding
structures at Bijapur in 1863. Four years later the Government of
India had a few tombs and mosques of the fifteenth-sixteenth cen-
turies at Ahmadabad and Sarkhej repaired. These monuments
again came under conservation treatment in 1869, this time at the
instance of the Local Government. These instances did not arise
from any sustained policy of the Government, but were the result
of the personal interest of individual officers.

Taken together as belonging to that part of western India which
extends in a line from the northern boundaries of Sind to the
southern limit of the Konkan coastline, the 738 monuments now
being preserved by the Western Circle of the Archaeological Survey
of India constitute a range singularly remarkable for the vast
variety of its architectural types.

The vitality and prosperity of Hindu architectural activity,
which had continuously manifested itself in a variety of fascinating
structures in different parts of western India between the seventh
and the thirteenth centuries, has been described in Section (&) of
this chapter. This activity suffered an abrupt check from the incur-
sions of the Muslims in these parts which began in 1294, when
Ala-ud-Din Khalji as a prince suddenly fell upon Devagiri (present
Daulatabad), the capital of the Yadava rulers of Maharashtra. These
incursions continued till at the time of Muhammad Tughlaq's
accession at Delhi in 1325 almost every part of India south of the
Vindhyas had a Muslim Governor responsible to Delhi. Muhammad
Tughlaq by his relentless ways of government alienated the loyalty